MATURANGO MUSEUM

100 E. LAS FLORES AVE., RIDGECREST, CA 93555

PHONE 760-375-6900, FAX 760-375-0479

SPRING FIELD TRIP

SATURDAY, MAY 3, 2008

PLEASE NOTE:  DEADLINE FOR SIGNUP IS APRIL 14

MINIMUM OF 35 PEOPLE IS NEEDED FOR THIS TRIP.

WHERE:
The Huntington Library, Art Collections and Botanical Gardens:


Guided Tour of The New Chinese Garden, With Time to Visit the Gardens and the Library.

HOW:
6:00  a.m., meet at the Museum for check in; participants will be required to sign liability waiver.  We will depart promptly by 6:15 a.m.

COST:
$60 members, $75 nonmembers. The member price applies to members only, not nonmember guests.  Price includes bus transportation,  admission and guided tour ($25 per person).
LIMIT:
46 people

LUNCH:
NO PICNICS are allowed on the grounds.  That means that you can’t bring a lunch.  However, the café will be open at 10:30 a.m.; it is set up cafeteria style and serves light meals, pastries, and drinks.  Also, English tea and sandwiches are served in the Rose Garden Room.  For tea reservations, call 1-626-683-8131.

NOTE:
Flashbulbs and tripods may not be used in any of the buildings.  

We will make an a.m. stop in Acton on the way south; we will eat dinner on the way home. 
Trip Description

We are thrilled to offer this trip to visit the Huntington’s spectacular new Chinese Garden - Liu Fang Yuan or Garden of Flowing Fragrance - just opened in February.  We have scheduled a special docent-led tour at 9:30 a.m., hence our early departure.  The guided tour lasts approximately one hour.
Quoting the Huntington’s website, we are told that “China has the oldest continuous tradition of garden design in the world.  The Huntington staff, in collaboration with Chinese architects, designers and artisans, present and preserve Chinese culture through this ancient art form.”  “The rocks and carved stones are from China and have been placed and installed by Chinese craftsmen from Suzhou.  In addition, key materials have come from China, and authenticity of construction has been utilized in every detail.”  Visitors will be able to stroll around the 1.5 acre lake and enjoy a landscape that includes pavilions, hand-carved stone bridges, a stream and a canyon waterfall connecting to the Japanese Garden, long a favorite with visitors. 

In addition to the Chinese garden tour, there will be plenty of time to visit other parts of the Huntington.  The botanical gardens cover 120 acres, and include the famous Rose Garden, which will be blooming, and the Desert Garden, a large outdoor grouping of mature cacti and other succulents.  There is also a special exhibit in the Library honoring the late Jack Smith, well known Los Angeles Times columnist.

Plan to join us!  
Cancellation policy: If the Museum cancels the trip, you will be given a full refund or you may transfer the money to a different trip. No cash refunds will be given.  However, if the trip is full and we can sell your space, your money will be refunded.  If you must cancel, please notify the Museum as early as possible so that people on the waiting list can be notified.  Thank you.
