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 2009 is a year of record-
breaking events, and for us in 
Ridgecrest it is the sixth year of 
The Maturango Museum’s Open 
Studio Tour.  This is an event 
that has grown in popularity and 
attendance, and we are proud 
of it and the artists involved in it.  
It is a shared experience 
between the artists, their studio 
environments, and the public.  The 
opportunities for viewing and purchasing local 
art created by local artists, sharing ideas, and 
having discussions are magnified by the 
number of artists who are participating.  We 
are excited to have several new artists joining 
our returning artists, the Burroughs High 
School Art Department and the Cerro Coso Art 
Department.   

 The Tour will kick off 
with a reception, free and open 
to the public, celebrating the 
opening of the Artists’ Show at 
the Sylvia Winslow Exhibit 
Gallery at the Maturango 
Museum on October 9 at 7:00 
p.m. The show will be up for a 
month, and all of the artwork in 
the show will be for sale.  The 

Tour itself will be on the weekend of October 
24 and 25.  The studios will be open both days 
from 10:00 a.m. – 5:00 p.m.  The $15 tickets 
and tour maps are now available at the 
Museum and on both days of the Tour.  This 
event is in support of local artists and is a 
fundraiser for the Museum, with a percentage 
of all sales going to the Museum.  This event 
has received funds from the Arts Council of 
Kern. 

See OPEN STUDIO TOUR 2009, Page 4 
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 The Museum will be holding a Silent Auction fund-raiser in 
the Sylvia Winslow Exhibit Gallery at the Museum on Friday, 
October 30, from 7:00 p.m. - 8:30 p.m.  Several high-quality 
paintings have been donated and will be included in the silent 
auction. 
 During this time-period, the artists participating in the 2009 
Open Studio Tour will have artwork on display in the gallery.  This 
artwork is also for sale at the prices as indicated by the artist. 
 Money raised by the silent auction fund-raiser will be used to 
help pay for Museum operating expenses. 

Barbara Andolusk with some of her paintings 

This beautiful painting by Carol Sideman, Palm 
Springs artist, will be for sale in the Silent Auction on 
October 30 
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This newsletter is published monthly by 
Maturango Museum 

100 E. Las Flores Ave., Ridgecrest, CA 93555 
The Museum is open every day (except 

major holidays) from 10 a.m.-5 p.m. 
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Please support the businesses and organizations that support the Maturango Museum 

Staff 
Harris Brokke, Executive Director 
Jane Burbank-Larson, Store Manager 
Sandy Rogers, Curator, Archaeology 
Elizabeth Babcock, Curator, History 
Camille Anderson, Curator, Natural 

History 
Mary Adler, Bookkeeper 
Fran Van Valkenburgh, Membership, 

Petroglyphs 
Andrea Pelch, Gallery Coordinator 
Mary Phillips, Bookkeeping Assistant 
Nora Nuckles, Education Coordinator 
Steve Benson, Museum Assistant 
Duane Rice, Museum Assistant 
Jessica Waid, Museum Assistant 
Penny Loper, Newsletter Editor 

Volunteer Chairpersons 
Paula Herr, President, Docent League 
Fran Rogers, Chair, Concert 

Committee 
Sandy Rogers, Chair, Lecture 

Committee 
Janet Westbrook, Webmistress 

Board of Trustees 
Carolyn Shepherd, President 
Mike Baskerville, Vice President 
Ron Atkins, Secretary 
Thom Boggs, Treasurer 
Steve Boster 
Skip Gorman 
Phyllis Hix 
Joleigh S. Rafalski 

ACE Cogeneration Company 
AltaOne Federal Credit Union 
Altrusa 
American Association of University 

Women 
Best Western China Lake Inn 
BevLen Haus Bed & Breakfast 
Boulder Creek RV Resort 
Carriage Inn 
Center Pharmacy 
Coldwell Banker Best Realty 
Comfort Inn 
Daily Independent 
DART 
Desert Area Teachers Assoc. 
Earth Industries, Inc. 
EconoLodge of Ridgecrest 
Elks, B.P.O.E. Lodge 1913 
Exchange Club of Ridgecrest 
The Flower Shoppe 
Furnace Creek Inn & Ranch Resorts 
Heritage Inn & Suites 
High Desert Haven 
High Sierra Auto/Truck Repair 
Historical Society of the Upper 

Mojave Desert 
Inland Adventurer 
IWV Water District 
Jacobs Naval System Group, Inc. 
KZIQ/KWDJ - Sunset Media 
Kern Schools Federal Credit Union 
Kiwanis Club 
Kristy’s Restaurant 
Law Offices of Phyllis M. Hix  
The Library Press, Dr. Lorraine Blair 
Liberty Self Storage 
Lockheed Martin 
McDonald’s 
Mediacom 
Mojave Desert Bank 

Motel 6 
News Review 
Oasis Garden Club 
Optimist Club 
Owens Peak Group, Sierra Club 
PG&E 
PackWrap Business Center 
Gail Marie Petty, AAMS-Edward 

Jones 
The Pizza Factory 
Planet Art 
R.B. Sweeping Service 
Ridgecrest Area Convention and 

Visitors Bureau 
Ridgecrest Automotive 
Ridgecrest Chamber of Commerce 
Ridgecrest Moving & Storage/Atlas 

Van Lines 
Ridgecrest Septic Service 
Roadrunner Trading Post 
Rotary Club of China Lake 
St. Ann Catholic School 
Sand Canyon Environmental 

Education Program 
Santa’s Art Shop 
Searles Valley Minerals 
Servicemaster of IWV 
Sierra Sands Unified School District 
Southern Sierra Medical Clinic 
SpringHill Suites by Marriott 
State Farm Insurance – Gary Charlon 
Studio Eight 
The Swap Sheet 
TJ Frisbee Bicycles, Inc. 
Tokyo House 
TOSS 
Union Bank of California 
Vagabond Inn 
The Vintage Vault 
WACOM 
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 We have received several requests from members asking that we send the monthly newsletter 
to them by e-mail instead of by US mail.  We offer that same option to each of you.  If you choose to 
receive future newsletters by e-mail, please send us your e-mail address and you will be added to the 
e-mail distribution list.  The choice is yours!  Whether you receive future newsletters by e-mail of US 
mail, it is our commitment that you will find every issue of the newsletter to be informative, interesting, 
and a document that you look forward to receiving. 
 As always, your comments are welcome!  Send comments to Harris Brokke at 
matmus6@maturango.org, stop in to visit him, or call him at 375-6900.   
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 The October Maturango Museum lecture will be presented by Mr. David Lee, a rock art 
researcher and educator.  The lecture/slide show, “Finding Yidumduma:  Recording the Stories 
Behind the Images,” will describe his field work in northern Australia among the Wardaman people, 
with one of the last Aboriginal Elders still knowledgeable in the ceremonies involved with rock art 
production.  In May 2009, David was awarded the Castleman Prize by the American Rock Art 
Research Association for this work. 
 David Lee’s research has focused on the function and context of rock art.  He has recorded 
rock art in California, Nevada, Arizona, and Australia, and has co-authored several papers on the 
Mojave Desert and eastern California.  David Lee was the Steward of the Sweeney Granite 
Mountains Desert Research Center for thirteen years, and has taught classes on rock art there and at 
the Desert Studies Center (Zzyzx).  He is a founding member and current treasurer of Western Rock 
Art Research, a non-profit organization based in California.  For the last four years he has been 
studying rock art in several regions of Australia, focusing on working with Wardaman Senior Elder 
Yidumduma Bill Harney in the Northern Territory.  
 David suggests that the people who originally colonized Australia and the New World had 
complex belief and symbolic systems before they arrived.  Further, these peoples successfully 
adapted to major environmental changes, and the adaptations are reflected in the rock art they left.  
Despite being a world apart, there are a surprising number of parallels in the production, evolution, 
and context of rock art on the two continents.  Viewing rock art with a global perspective highlights 
both the similarities and the differences of people adapting to similar circumstances.  
 The lecture will start at 7:30 p.m. in the Sylvia Winslow Exhibit Gallery on Wednesday, 
October 14. 
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 As the opener for the Maturango Museum’s 2009-2010 concert series, Sergio Ramirez and 
Catherine Douglas will continue their very popular lecture-concerts linking art and music to a period 
and culture.  By popular demand, there will be two concerts – Friday, October 23, and Saturday, 
October 24.  Both concerts will begin at 7:30 p.m. in the Sylvia Winslow Exhibit Gallery.  In the 
concert, entitled “American Art and Music,” Sergio will introduce paintings from the 18th-20th Century 
artists and Catherine will play music from composers of the same eras.   
 Sergio Ramirez was born and raised in Mexico City.  He received a BS in Business 
Administration from Universidad Iberoamericana in Mexico City, a BA in Photography at Brooks 
Institute in Santa Barbara, California, and both teaching credentials and MA in Art History at 
California State University, Los Angeles.  He is a second-grade teacher at Pierce Elementary and has 
given art and photography classes at Cerro Coso Community College.  
 Catherine Douglas was raised in Circleville, Ohio.  She received a BM from the Conservatory 
of Music at Capital University in Columbus, Ohio, and a MM from Florida State University in 
Tallahassee.  She has been a soloist with the Capital University, Kings County (California) 
Symphonies, the Cerro Coso Community College Band, the Desert Community Orchestra, and at the 
four Music Teachers' Association of California State Conventions.  She performs locally as a solo 
pianist, accompanist, member of the “We Friends” ensemble, and organist.  Catherine is a music 
instructor at Cerro Coso Community College and a private music teacher.  
 A mere two weeks later, Guitarist David Asbury will present a program entitled “La guitarra 
enamorada” on the evenings of November 6 and 7.  The program will focus on works that are 
thematically related to love and romance, featuring works by Luis Bonfa, Roland Dyens, Jose Luis 
Merlin, Julio Cesar Oliva, Roberto Baden Powell, and Francisco Tarrega.  

See FALL CONCERTS, Page 7 
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 On Saturday, October 10, the Maturango Museum will be hosting a field trip to the Autry 
National Center in Griffith Park.  Participants will meet at the Museum at 7:00 a.m. for check-in; 
participants will be required to sign a liability waiver.  We will depart by bus promptly at 7:30 a.m. 
 The cost for the trip will be $65 for members and $80 for nonmembers.  The member price 
applies to members only, not nonmember guests.  Price includes bus transportation and admission 
fee as well as the fee for an audio-guided tour of the Museum.  The trip is limited to 46 people, so 
make your reservations early. 
 The Golden Spur Café, located in the Autry National Center, will be open during our visit.  If 
you do not plan to eat at the café you may elect to bring your lunch with you.  
 Participants should wear comfortable walking shoes.    
 The Autry National Center will feature several displays during our visit including: 

Charting the Canyon:  Photographs by Mark Klett & Byron Wolfe:  The Grand Canyon – natural 
wonder, sacred ground, national park, international tourist attraction – is perhaps the world's 
best “photo op.”  Vivid colors, breathtaking vistas, and jaw dropping canyon depths have lured 
photographers to Northern Arizona for years.  A new exhibition, Charting the Canyon:  
Photographs by Mark Klett & Byron Wolfe, on view at the Autry National Center from 
September 25, 2009, through January 3, 2010, explores this celebrated place of dramatic 
beauty with large-scale sweeping panoramas that marry 21st century color photographs with 
historic drawings and images.    

Dreamers:   From unknown hopefuls to international celebrities, surfers to scientists, quacks to 
entrepreneurs, Southern California has produced an unrivaled potpourri of dreamers unique in 
their unbridled optimism and world-class accomplishments.  Fifty-plus color photographs of 
these dreamers, both current and historic, with accompanying short bios and quotes, plus 
some large-scale landscape photos and interactive features (‘suggest your own dreamer’).  

Home Lands:  How Women Made the West:  From ancient pueblos to modern suburbs, 
women have shaped the Western landscape through choices about how to sustain home, 
family, and community.  Home Lands:  How Women Made the West, brings together women's 
history, Western history, and environmental history to show how women have been at the 
heart of the Western enterprise across cultures and over time.  Historical artifacts, art, 
photographs, and biographies of individual women will lead visitors through four distinctive 
Western environments created and inhabited by women. 

 Cancellation policy:  If the Museum cancels the trip, you will be given a full refund, or you may 
transfer the money to a different trip.  If you must cancel, please notify the Museum as early as 
possible so that people on the waiting list can be notified.  No refunds for cancellations will be given 
unless the trip is full and we can sell your space.  Thank you. 
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����� (Continued from Page 1) 

 The local artists participating in this event for 2009 are:  Janice Allen, Christina Anderson, 
Barbara Andolsek, Helen Baker, Jerry Bradley, Doris Bruce, Paula Caudill, Kim Angeli Githens, Skip 
Gorman, Fred Hartson, Lois Hinman, Marcy Holbrook, Pat Kleinschmidt, Patrick L. Nichols, Bob 
Parker, Andrea Pelch, Larry Sawyer, Donna Shelhart, Betty Spindler, Su Tipton, Julie von 
Schlemmer, Joan Welsh, Donnie Woods, and the students and staff from Burroughs High School Art 
Department and the Cerro Coso Community College Art Department.  
 Any questions concerning this event or for tickets sales, please contact the Maturango 
Museum, 100 E. Las Flores Ave., Ridgecrest, Ca 93555, phone 375-6900, or email Andrea Pelch at 
matmus5@maturango.org or Debbie Benson at rbenson82@mchsi.com. 
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 During October and November, the Museum offers numerous events for the enjoyment of 
everyone.  We hope you will take the opportunity to take part in many of these activities.  Whether 
your interest is petroglyph tours, field trips to other museums or points of interest, concerts, lectures, 
the exhibit galleries, or the garden, the fall season is one with something for everyone.   
 Every October the Museum is pleased to sponsor the Open Studio artists featuring many of 
our very talented local artists.  Join us on October 9 for the artists' reception, where you can visit with 
the artists and see a sample of their work in the Sylvia Winslow Exhibit gallery.  You can purchase 
your open studio tour book for $15 that evening or at any time until October 25.  This tour book is 
your ticket to see the artists at work in their studio during the Open Studio Tour which will take place 
on October 24 and 25. 
 We hope that you will also participate in the Silent Auction on Friday, October 30.  Details are 
provided in a separate article. 
 We continue to need additional volunteers to work in the Museum store.  For more information, 
please check with Jane.  We also are looking for additional docents.  For more information, please 
stop in or call and ask for Nora Nuckles. 
 Please consider the Museum when you are doing estate planning and also when you consider 
making tax-deductible contributions.  Thanks to all of you who have recently made donations and 
contributions to the Museum.  Your generosity is very much appreciated. 
 Lastly, I welcome any and all comments that you may have about the Museum.  Your 
comments will go a long way toward enabling us to continually improve the services provided by the 
Museum. 
 
 

Wish Carroll Evans Happy 80th — Help the Museum at 
the Same Time 

�����������	���

 To celebrate Carroll Evans, our favorite 
octogenarian handyman, the Museum staff and 
volunteers got together for a dessert party in 
honor of his 80th birthday on 
Friday, September 4.  We 
wanted to give him a gift, but 
were scratching our heads for a 
while, since he seems to 
already have pretty much 
everything.  
 Then someone 
suggested a Museum 
Handyman Fund.  We realized 
that an anonymous donor had 
set up such a fund a while back 
and that Carroll had a lot of fun 
using that money for items to 
benefit the Museum.  So we decided to help 
ourselves by giving Carroll what we hope will 

result in some fun visits to Home Depot and 
other favorite handyman haunts. 
 We had been afraid to expand the guest 

list to all of Carroll’s friends and 
admirers; our Sylvia Winslow 
Exhibit Gallery isn’t that 
commodious.  But after the party, 
we realized that other fans of 
Carroll might like to honor him by 
sending birthday cards his way, 
as well as checks for the 
Museum fund.  
 Would you like to 
participate?  Just send your 
check (any amount is much 
appreciated) to the Maturango 
Museum, with “Carroll Evans 

Handyman Fund” in the memo line.  If you’d 
like to send Carroll a note or card at the same 
time, we’ll make sure he gets it. 

Carroll Evans prepares to blow out his miniature birthday 
cake with one candle for every decade of his accomplished 
life.  In the background are a few of the participants in the 
party the Museum staff and volunteers held in his honor. 
   Photo by Liz Babcock 
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Make a donation  to 
honor  someone  special!  

Sign up for an 
automatic donation – 
monthly or quarterly!  

Docent Doings 
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 Paula Herr, as our new docent president, 
opened the 2009-10 docent year with a meeting 
at her house.  She was very successful at 
juggling the many items that need to be 
addressed at the opening meeting.  Sixteen 
docents attended.  Others had family 
emergencies or were out of town. 
 In September we have fewer requests for 
programs because teachers have many things 
to organize and address in the first months of 
school.  The docents filled requests for two 
Reptile programs, two Desert Alive programs, 
and five Native American programs.  Susan 
Moore Woodman has written a new PowerPoint 
Reptile program for the second and third grades.  
She was anxious to try it with a class! 
 If you are out and about in the 
community, watch for Coyote and/or Collar, our 

gopher snake.  The docents will participate in 
the Fair, Maturango Junction, and other 
community events in the fall.  Docent training 
and field trips will begin! 
 The Docent League of the Maturango 
Museum welcomes new members for the fall 
training period!  We need you!  A new docent is 
given plenty of time to learn. You can take your 
time and learn from “experts.”  You are not 
required to do a program until you feel ready!  
Please talk to us at one of the community 
events, or call Nora Nuckles at 375-6900.  
Please join us at the meeting on Tuesday, 
October 6 at 8:45 a.m. at the Museum.  Call me, 
Nora, at the Museum for more details on the 
meeting!  If you cannot make this meeting, give 
me a call.  We still need you!  Our beautiful new 
specimen, the gray fox, is anxious to meet you!   
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Make a donation in 
memory of a loved one!  
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 On Saturday, November 14, the Maturango Museum will be hosting a field trip to the Page 
Museum and La Brea Tar Pits in Los Angeles.  Participants will meet at 7:00 a.m. at the Museum for 
check in; participants will be required to sign a liability waiver.  We will depart by bus promptly by 
7:30 a.m. 
 The cost for the trip will be $65 for members and $80 for nonmembers.  The member price 
applies to members only, not nonmember guests.  Price includes bus transportation and admission 
fee as well as the fee for a docent-guided tour of the Museum.  The trip is limited to 46 people, so 
make your reservations early.   
 There are five restaurants located within a block of the Museum.  There will be a docent-led 
tour of the outside at 1:00 p.m. and the inside at 2:15 p.m.  We will stop at McDonalds in Acton on the 
way to the Museum and will stop in Lancaster for dinner on the way back to Ridgecrest.    
 The Page Museum is located at the Rancho La Brea Tar Pits in the heart of Los Angeles.  
Rancho La Brea is one of the world’s most famous fossil localities, recognized for having the largest 
and most diverse assemblage of extinct Ice Age plants and animals in the world.  Visitors can learn 
about Los Angeles as it was between 10,000 and 40,000 years ago, during the last Ice Age, when 
animals such as saber-toothed cats and mammoths roamed the Los Angeles Basin.  Through 
windows at the Page Museum Laboratory, visitors can watch bones being cleaned and repaired.  
Outside the Museum, in Hancock Park, life-size replicas of several extinct mammals are featured.  
Get ready to explore the world of Rancho La Brea—one of the world's most famous fossil sites.  
 Located in the heart of Los Angeles, the La Brea Tar Pits is home to over three million fossils 
from the last Ice Age.  It was here that huge mammoths, fierce saber-toothed cats, and giant ground 
sloths became trapped and entombed in the asphalt that has been seeping out of the ground for the 
past 40,000 years.  Discover and explore how these "tar pits" formed, what types of plants and 
animals became trapped, and how scientists have used these fossil deposits to open a window into 
the world of prehistoric Los Angeles.  Get ready to explore and discover some of the most intriguing 
fossils excavated at Rancho La Brea, one of the most famous fossil sites in the world!  See healed 
injuries from a dire wolf and osteoarthritis in a Harlan's ground sloth.  Discover how mammoths grew 
their teeth.  Get up close and personal with the ferocious teeth of a saber-toothed cat!  View the only 
known saber-toothed cat to be discovered with its mouth closed.  Get a glimpse of a natural dire wolf 
"brain cast" made of asphalt.  Or take a look inside the world-famous "fish bowl" laboratory! 
 Cancellation policy:  If the Museum cancels the trip, you will be given a full refund, or you may 
transfer the money to a different trip.  If you must cancel, please notify the Museum as early as 
possible so that people on the waiting list can be notified.  No refunds for cancellations will be given 
unless the trip is full and we can sell your space.  Thank you. 
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 Critically acclaimed guitarist, David Asbury, has served on the faculty of Southwestern 
University since 1992.  He has appeared on concert stages throughout the United States, Europe, 
and Central America.  He holds a Bachelor of Music degree from the North Carolina School of the 
Arts and Masters and Doctorate Music degrees from the University of Texas at Austin.  He has won 
numerous awards, including the diploma of merit from the Academia Chigiana in Siena, Italy.  
 Seats each concert night are limited to 60, so to avoid disappointment, get your tickets now for 
both October and November concerts in the Museum store.  The price is $8 per adult and $5 per child 
12 and younger.  
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October 2009 

Tues., Oct. 6 – Docents meeting - 8:45 a.m. 

Fri., Oct. 9 – Gallery reception, 7:00 p.m. 

Sat. Oct. 10 – Field trip - Little Lake Ranch; reservations 
required 

Sat. Oct. 10 – Bus trip – Autry National Center; reservations 
required 

Wed., Oct. 14 – Lecture, 7:30 p.m., "Finding Yidumduma: A 
New Perspective on Australian Rock Art”, David Lee, rock 
art researcher 

Mon., Oct. 19 – Board of Trustees meeting, 7:00 p.m. 

Tues., Oct. 20 – Gallery meeting, 9:00 a.m. 

Fri. & Sat., Oct. 23 & 24 – Concert - American Art and Music, 
Sergio Ramirez and Catherine Douglas, 7:30 p.m.; tickets 
required  

Sat. & Sun., Oct. 24 & 25 – Open Studio Tour; tickets required 

Fri., Oct. 30 – Silent Auction, 7:00 p.m. – 8:30 p.m. 

November 2009 

Tues., Nov. 3 – Docents meeting, 8:45 a.m. 

Fri & Sat. Nov. 6 & 7 – Concert - Classical Guitar by Dr. 
David Asbury; tickets required 

Fri., Nov. 13 – Gallery reception - 7:00 p.m. 

Sat., Nov. 14 - Bus trip – Page Museum & La Brea Tar 
Pits; reservations required 

Mon., Nov. 16 – Board of Trustees meeting, 7:00 p.m. 

Tues., Nov. 17 – Gallery meeting, 9:00 a.m. 

Wed., Nov. 18 – Lecture, 7:00 p.m., "Cape to Cape: 
February 2009 Trip to Antarctica," Janet Westbrook, 
Professor of Biology, Cerro Coso Community 
College 

Petroglyph Trip Schedule 

October 10, 11, 17, 18, 24, 25 

November 7, 8, 14, 15, 21, 22 

December 5, 6 
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