MATURANGO MUSEUM

100 E. LAS FLORES AVE., RIDGECREST, CA 93555

PHONE 760-375-6900, FAX 760-375-0479

SPRING FIELD TRIP

SATURDAY, APRIL 19, 2008

WHERE:
The McFarland Toll Road Over The Greenhorns with Phyllis Hix 

HOW:
6:30 a.m., meet at the Museum. Because we have a petroglyph trip on this date, please park in the dirt adjacent to our parking lot and check in with staff in the parking lot.  The petroglyph group will be leaving about the time you arrive, so we are trying to avoid confusion. Participants will be required to sign liability waiver.  

Trip is by car caravan; there may be space to ride with others.  The group will caravan to meet Phyllis at her office in Kernville.

COST:
$30 members, $45 nonmembers

Member price applies to members only, not nonmember guests. 

LIMIT:
25 people; deadline for reservations is April 17.

NOTE:

4-wheel drive required; some strenuous walking is required

Not suggested for children under 10 years old


No pets are allowed

TRIP DESCRIPTION:

Transportation in the early 1800s into the Kern Valley and eastward was difficult if not prohibitive.  There were historic Indian foot trails.  Then, sheepherder trails came from the west, followed by oxen ruts like Old State Road and the road to Wagy Flats.  Later, a road came off the south of the Greenhorns through Black Gulch.  All were difficult trails over rough mountain terrain, and travel was slow.  When gold was discovered in the Cosos, Keyesville, and Havilah, the need for access faster than oxen cart was needed to carry people and equipment in and the mined riches out.  Join us as we travel part of a Tubatulabal trail up into the Greenhorns (now Evans Road covers part of it) to a spectacular and large site, then drive via 4-wheel (or the hardy will want to walk down and then back up) to a historic place under massive trees along Ice House Creek to the stagecoach toll house that was forged out of the wilderness, there to become a part of the Visalia-to-Whiskey-Flat-and-beyond-to-the-Cosos trail along which gold and other minerals mined in these areas in the 1850s and ‘60s wended their way out of the Kern Valley to the Port of San Francisco.

The group will meet Phyllis at her office in Kernville.  Assuming there is auto access, it is a tough 4-wheel drive road.  The distance is short and walkable, but up and down.  The group will have lunch after the tour on Greenhorn.  Plan on returning to Kernville between 2-3 p.m.
Please arrive with a full tank of gas and drinking water and lunch for the day.  The usual dress code for field trips applies – hat, sunscreen, comfortable walking or hiking shoes.  

Cancellation policy:  If the Museum cancels your trip, you will be given a full refund or you may transfer the money to a different trip.  No cash refunds will be given if you cancel.  However, if the trip is full and we can sell your space, your money will be refunded.  If you must cancel, please notify the Museum as soon as possible so that people on the waiting list can be notified.  Thank you.

