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Book Description & Information

ISBN: 978-1-941384-00-8
WIEDERNESS 41CON Category: Nature/Animals/Wildlife NAT037000
: : 10 x 9 | 160 Pages | Softcover with French flaps
Retail Price: $29.95
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Desert  Bighorn Sheep: ~Wilderness Icon is the most
comprehensive photographic work ever published on this iconic
symbol of the deserts of the southwest United States and
northern Mexico. Over 200 high-quality photographs depict the
elusive desert bighorn as never seen before in their rugged desert

PHOTOGRAPHS BY

Jeff Young

.| habitat. It is a tour de force showing rare behavior, ewes
A% nurturing newborn lambs, and massive rams in stunning
ritualized combat for dominance. Written in an engaging style, it
will appeal to both scientist and layman alike.
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Author Biography

Mark C. Jorgensen has spent five decades studying and tracking
desert bighorn sheep throughout their range. In his 36-year
career in California State Parks, he has served as a state park
ranger, a resource ecologist, and as superintendent of Anza-
Borrego Desert State Park. He is currently a member of the
technical staff of the Desert Bighorn Council, Inc. and is an
advisor to the Bighorn Institute. As a hunter who chooses not to
hunt bighorn, he understands the tension between conservation
and preservation of bighorn sheep.
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Photographer Biography

Jeft Young has been an avid photographer for over 40 years.
After retiring from a career in advertising and sales, Young's
photography has concentrated on wildlife, and since 2008, his
focus has been on desert bighorn sheep. He has taken thousands
of photographs of bighorns, documenting their behavioral
activity, including rarely-seen affectionate, playful, and
sometimes violent behaviors. His photographs have been
exhibited in Borrego Springs and at the San Diego Natural
History Museum.
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Two wise men saw bighorn sheep, truly saw them and knew them. One shares his
knowledge with words; the other with images. I have waited for this book for 20
years. I have studied bighorn in the wild for over 30 years. This is the closest you will
ever come to desert bighorn sheep. Science and art come together to reveal beauty
and the essence of wilderness. Bighorn sheep are special, and so is this book.

—Walter Boyce, professor and wildlife veterinarian, UC Davis

A perfect tribute to one of the few remaining wilderness icons presented through
incredible images and decades of knowledge, passion and commitment to
conservation. An extraordinary piece of work.
—Clay Brewer, Chair, WAFWA Wild Sheep Working Group, Texas Parks
and Wildlife Department

A very thorough and insightful look into the history and ecology of this
unique species. A must read.
—Jim DeForge, Executive Director, Bighorn Institute

This is the definitive and artistic work that encompasses that realm of the
bighorn that only someone who has lived and worked among them can provide. If
you are interested in bighorns, this easy to read and well-photographed book is
essential.

— Joan Embery, Founder, Embery Institute for Wildlife
Conservation

The clear and well-written text and superb photos...beautifully capture the
lives of desert bighorn sheep and the many challenges facing them as individuals and
as a species. This book will be a welcome addition to my library.

— Ben J. Gonzales, Senior Wildlife Veterinarian, California
Department of Fish and Wildlife

Endorsements

Mark Jorgensen’s comprehensive yet easy-to-read narrative,
beautifully complemented by Jeff Young’s amazing photos, make Desert
Bighorn Sheep: Wilderness Icon an informative, entertaining, and valuable
reference about one of the most fascinating animals in the deserts of western
North America.

- Kevin Hurley, Conservation Director, Wild Sheep Foundation

Perhaps no animal better symbolizes the wild beauty of the American
Southwest better than the desert bighorn sheep, and no one has worked harder
to conserve these majestic animals than Mark Jorgensen. Stunning
photographs illustrate Mark’s lucid, informative prose in a gorgeous book
worthy of the animal it describes....will adorn coffee tables and libraries for
years to come.

—Richard P. Reading, Vice President for Conservation, Denver Zoo
Foundation

A rare and special glimpse into the life of a desert bighorn sheep,
accompanied by a wealth of information on their biology, behavior, and
conservation.
—Esther Rubin, Research Branch Chief, Arizona Game and Fish
Department

...complete with current, concise, and scientific information about
desert bighorn sheep that is valuable to anyone interested in this magnificent
animal. The photography in this book is second to none.... Beautifully
designed and well written....

—Mara Weisenberger, Wildlife Biologist
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