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Museum Director’s Notes 
By Debbie Benson, Director 

 

Where last month we were seeking some sun, this month we are on the hunt for shade! The 
heat is on! Even though we are now past the Summer Solstice, the days will be long and hot for quite a 
while and most activities involve water and, at the very least, a hat. This month we have had a couple 
of Garden Work Parties and our volunteers have been making a big difference. We have a Grounds 
Committee and willing volunteers who have an interest in making our gardens and grounds beautiful 
and informative. We now have a new photo of the labyrinth taken by a drone that shows how nice it 
looks after some TLC. If you haven’t had the chance, make sure and look out over the Gladys Merrick 
Garden in real time on our new weather cam or enjoy the time-lapse videos. It is one of my favorite new 
things at the Museum. 

We are continuing our work on the inside of the new gallery/public room while using it for many 
events. We are all enjoying what can be done with more space. We appreciate all of the people who 
have made this possible. The summer classes that were done in partnership with the City of Ridgecrest 
Parks and Rec, were a great use of the new resources in the more spacious Coso Room and the 
Panamint Room work space, also known as “the messy room”. We have some great photos of the 
summer classes on our website. The docents did an outstanding 
job setting up these classes and I hope they do them again in 
the future!  

Some of my fellow staff members and I were pleased to 
be a part of the NAWSCL Petroglyph Training Class of 2015. I 
was a great day full of information and a few raindrops in Little 
Petroglyph Canyon. It went too quickly and we were all looking 
forward to going back during the fall Petroglyph Tours 

We are now heading into the busy stage of gathering 
sponsors and donations for our Fall Fundraising Dinner Auction 
on September 19. Mark the date on your calendar! If you have 
any questions or donations or would like to be a sponsor call me 
or send an email! debbie@maturango.org. For auction item donations, we like the beautiful, the 
interesting, the artistic, the antique, the eclectic and the fun!  
 
 

 
 

Gift Shop Big Clearance Blowout 

July 17 thru 19th              Up to 60% off 

Selected items including 

t-shirts, books, jewelry, kid’s stuff, décor… 

 

mailto:debbie@maturango.org


Hello Artists… Time again to think about participating in the Open 
Studios Tour   

The dates this year are 17, 18 October.   
The tour gives all of us, artists and visitors alike, a chance to show off and 

experience the creative spaces where artwork is created. 
For artists new to the tour idea, you can open your studio for the weekend or 

possibly share space with another artist.   We are always eager to have new artists join this event.  The 
application and more information at www.maturango.org/ost2015 or come into the gift shop.    

Or call Andrea 760-793-2857. 
 
 

The Museum’s Annual Dinner & Auction is Saturday, September 19th 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Docent Doings 

By Nora Nuckles, Education Coordinator 
 

Our docent season has ended with a bang!  We held a record number of tours for classes this spring. 
At times we had about 90 children a day!  We supported the Ridgecrest Library Summer Reading 
program by providing a day at the library with the Beth Armogida Planetarium with Mike and Paula 
Herr.   took the planetarium to California City Library as well.  We joined the Galactic Forces at the 
Trona Library; Bev Hill taught the students about rocks and minerals while Sue and Bob Parker and I 
helped them build models of crystal shapes such as a cube (salt) and a tetrahedron (chalcopyrite-a 
copper mineral).  We gave tours to children from the “Moving on Up” section and the preschool at the 
base. 
Some fun quotations from children in the last month are: 
 After sitting on Elva Younkin's Seat of Knowledge in the garden a student said, “I sat and sat so 
I could go to college!” 
 After viewing some of the garden petroglyph models, a 
child said, ”I really don't know why they put that stuff up there, but I 
really wonder if they ever saw all those people.” 
 We could brag about our summer science classes that we 
offered through Ridgecrest Parks and Recreation forever!  The 
new workspace area now dubbed the Panamint Room made a 
great Docent Laboratory where students could dissect owl pellets 
and make Elephant Toothpaste!  All three of the classes - Critters 
from the Inside Out, To the Stars and Beyond, Fun with Kitchen 
Chemistry - were fun and informative. The docents enjoyed 
working with the smaller groups of children and we know the 
students had a great experience!  All the students received Jr. 
Docent badges and are willing to help the docents with programs 
on free Saturdays.  We were impressed with our new Jr. Docents!  
 Next on our docent agenda is to complete the move to our new room.  Almost half of our 
materials are in the new docent room but we have a lot of reorganizing and labeling to do! 
 What else will the docents do in the summer?  Some of us will spend time writing scripts and 
planning for September.  Otherwise we all will take a well-deserved rest! 

Kerr-McGee Center 
Doors Open at 5 pm 

Dinner served at 6 pm 
No-host wine and beer bar 

Silent Auction & Bucket Raffle 5 - 8 pm 
The Live Auction begins at 7 pm 

Tickets are available now online at 
shop.maturango.org or in the Gift Shop 

$40.00 per person and $75.00 per couple 
 

http://www.maturango.org/ost2015
http://shop.maturango.org/


 
Summer Field Trip to Green, Cool Places with Janet Westbrook 

 

Saturday, July 11, 8 am meet at the Museum, head up 9 Mile Canyon Rd through Kennedy Meadows 
and beyond!   
Let’s cool off and visit the high country in our back yard -- the Kern Plateau.  Where’s that?  All the 
places west of and higher than Kennedy Meadows!  There are over 20 pretty meadows up on the 
Plateau and we’ll go visit a bunch of them, including my favorites Bonita and Paloma, probably Beach, 
Granite Knob, maybe Osa -- I’ll go scout and find the greenest ones before our trip.   
These meadows are on dirt roads off the main paved Kennedy Meadows to Sherman Pass road, so be 
sure your car and tires are in good shape.  The roads are graded dirt - anything but a Porsche or Vet 
will be fine.   
Bring a picnic lunch - we’ll probably eat at Blackrock station, but who knows?  Bring a folding chair so 
you can sit in the shade for talks.  Bring drinking water - LOTS of drinking water - it’s scarce up there!  
Bring camera.  Leave cell phone home - “No Service”.  Bring jacket and sunburn goo - the weather can 
change quickly! 
We’ll discuss the trees that surround the meadows, how a meadow forms and who lives in them, 
critters of the forest and meadows, maybe catch frogs if there’s any water left by July, how drought and 
wet winters affect the local mountains, effects and recovery after fires, beetle infestations, etc.  LOTS of 
things to discuss!!   
We’ll wind up in the afternoon atop Sherman Pass, 9200 ft. with views of the Kern Plateau and Olancha 
and Whitney!  From there it’s the same travel time back to Ridgecrest if you retrace your steps down 9 
Mile or if you head west and go down to the North Fork of the Kern river and down to Kernville - maybe 
dinner at McNally’s or the Brewery or…. !!  
Buy tickets in the museum gift shop or online at shop.maturango.org/trips-tours/    $30 per ticket or $50 
per couple for museum members. 
 

 

“Highway 395 Roadtrip” by Erik Holland 
 

This exhibit will be in the gallery through 28 July 
 
Eric loves roadtrips.  He entertained us a few years ago with his “Highway 
50 Roadtrip” exhibit and wonderful oil paintings documenting his 
experiences.  This exhibit takes us on an artistic journey on Highway 395 
from Red Mountain to north of Reno.  Eric’s oil paintings are… “traditional 
landscape and building paintings.   
I have primarily worked as an artist since my early 30s.  I studied at the Art 
Students League, the Chicago Academy of Fine Art, and the Academy of 
Art College in San Francisco.  I earned a degree in History from San 
Francisco State in 1991.  
I love to paint what I see.  I am most influenced artistically by what I have 
lived through and experienced on any given day. I love to paint the West, 
but as it is today, not 100 years ago.  I would rather paint an iconic sign like 
the Pines Café than a cowboy on a horse!” 

 
 

Live Weather Cam 
 

A “live” weather camera has been deployed by the Maturango Museum 
and includes a 5 day weather forecast.  The “live” cam was installed 
and will be maintained by our own tech guru Ed Czajka.  
This camera takes a picture every minute and generates a time lapse of 
the weather at the end of each day, which is uploaded to YouTube. 
These images are also shared with UnderGround Weather every 5 
minutes, so anyone, from anywhere, can track the local weather. Check 
it out at http://maturango.org/weather/ and make this url your 
Ridgecrest weather link! 

http://maturango.org/weather/


Petroglyph designs featured in museum’s latest book 
by Liz Babcock, Publications Committee 

 

Just in time for a summer craft project or an entertaining educational experience, the Maturango 
Museum is offering a new book featuring the many fascinating design styles and patterns of Native 
American rock art. So the next time you’re in our store, you might enjoy 
picking up a copy. 

“A Study of the Coso Patterned Body Anthropomorphs” by Caroline S. 
Maddock (140 pages, $12.95) features 428 drawings of the figures of hunters 
and shamans that prehistoric people scratched or pecked into the rock of Little 
Petroglyph, Big Petroglyph, Renegade and Sheep canyons in the Coso Range 
just to the north of us on China Lake range areas. 

Milt Burford, who made a generous donation to the museum to support 
publication of this volume, pointed out that he was drawn to Maddock’s 
manuscript because the data are presented in an easy format and because 
the book “provides artists working in pottery, jewelry, textiles and other crafts 
with a treasure trove of design styles and patterns from our early Americans in 
the Coso Range.” 

The author, who has been a student of rock art for 40 years, is 
president of the Orange County Chapter of the Archaeological Institute of America. Her current 
research interest is feminine iconography of the Cosos. 

 
 
 

“Art and the Water Struggle at Mono Lake” Lecture 
 

 Elizabeth Kenneday will present “Art and the Water Struggle at Mono Lake” on Sunday, July 26, 
at 3 pm.  She began photographing at Mono Lake in 1980 after answering a call from the fledgling 
Mono Lake Committee to become a summer Volunteer in their new visitor facility in Lee Vining 
(formerly a music hall).  As her understanding of the water issues surrounding the Lake’s very 
existence grew, her growth as an artist expanded to include efforts to raise awareness of the Lake and 
its plight.  The direction of her artwork was inspired by the art and aesthetic theories arising around 
environmental issues at that time. 

Not all her experiences at Mono Lake were about the 
water struggle, however. Elizabeth will speak of these other 
experiences as well as the developments at Mono Lake and in 
her artwork that led to the making of her book “Regarding Mono 
Lake: Novelty and Delight at an Inland Sea”.  Copies of her 
book will be available for sale, and she will be willing to sign 
them.  The lecture will be held in the Coso Room at the 
Museum. 

 
 
 

Argus Gallery Display Cabinets 

 
The Argus Gallery is located between the Museum Gift Shop and the Coso Room.  
We are in the beginning stage of design to furnish the gallery with new display 
cases for the often-changing exhibits from the museum’s storage collection.  
The planning is being done by the “Display Cabinets for Argus Gallery 
Committee” headed up Thom Boggs. 
Want to help ?  Please consider making a donation to the Argus Gallery Display 
Cabinets Fund.  For more information visit our web site at 
http://maturango.org/charitable-giving/ or contact Debbie Benson at 760/375-6900 
or debbie@maturango.org. 

 
 

Mine Rescue Apparatus 

Exhibit in Argus Gallery 

http://maturango.org/charitable-giving/
mailto:debbie@maturango.org


Southwestern Desert Bats Class 
 

Patricia Brown-Berry, Ph.D. will offer a class on Southwestern Desert Bats sponsored by the 
Maturango Museum to be held at the Desert Studies Center (DSC) at Soda Springs (Zzyzx) south of 
Baker, California from the evening of October 2nd until 2 PM on October 4th. 
Dr. Brown-Berry has taught this class (or variations) at the DSC for the past 35 years. She has 
conducted research on bats for the past 47 years, is a retired Research Associate at UCLA, and former 
Director of the Maturango Museum (1982-92). She currently consults with state and federal agencies 
on bat surveys and conservation issues, in particular with regard to abandoned mine closures. 
Bats are important components of the desert ecosystem, yet because of their nocturnal nature they are 
usually difficult to observe. This course will introduce the participants to the world of bats and to some 
of the techniques used by scientists to study these amazing mammals. Nightly field work will allow 
participants to use ultrasonic bat detectors and night vision equipment and to observe the mist-netting 
of wild bats (unless it’s windy). Diurnal lectures and videos will supplement the field experiences. Bring 
a field notebook, camp chair and flashlight (headlight preferred). A camera and binoculars are 
desirable. 
Soda Springs (a.k.a. Zzyzx) has a rich history, with Native American petroglyphs in the vicinity. 
Subsequently, it served at times as a fort along the Mojave Road, railroad stop, and health spa under 
Dr. Curtis Springer before becoming part of the California State University Preserve system. The 
Desert Studies Center lies within the Mojave National Preserve. Throughout the year, the DSC hosts a 
variety of desert-oriented courses in several disciplines as well as scientific research. Students will stay 
in dormitory rooms with desks and bunk beds (students bring their own bedding and towel). If available, 
couples will be accommodated in bungalows with double beds. Other facilities include classrooms, 
library, laboratory, kitchen and restroom facilities, and a pool. The DSC is “off the grid” and power is by 
solar, wind and a back- up generator. The meals are provided by a gourmet chef. If you have special 
dietary needs, let us know in advance. You will enjoy your stay at this fascinating facility. 
Cost: $250/person includes instruction, two nights’ lodging at the Center, a snack Friday evening and 
five meals beginning with breakfast on Saturday. 
More information at www.maturango.org/southwestern-desert-bat-class/ 

 
 
 
 

“home(less) & gardens” Oil Paintings by Mike Hornyak 

Reception: Friday, July 31, doors open at 7 pm 

Exhibit through September 29 
 

“Nature has never failed to provide a rich source of ideas in my art. I 
find relationships in Nature pure and uncomplicated. There is 
endless fascination in every aspect of the Natural World. 
In developing a work, I spend great lengths in detailed observation of 
a given terrain. Volumes of sketches and studies of plant life, color 
spectrum and geographical terrain are rendered. I feel it is important 
for direct interaction with an environment. Being present in the 
moment all senses are utilized. For example; the observer feels the 
uncomfortable Summer heat beating down, or the anxiousness felt in 
hearing rustling in a thick patch of brush, these feeling aid in the 
style of mark making or color pallet that will be used later in the 
studio. 
The composition of my work is narrative in objective. I tend to 
explore The Human World Without Humans. The terrain and nature 
move from elements of “Back-Drop”, to a featured “Center Stage”. 
Human elements become props to aid the viewer toward a uniquely 
possible relationship people and their surroundings.” 
 

 



Donations Needed for the Annual Dinner & Auction 
 

We need donations of items or services for auction.  Every little bit helps and the donated item does not 
need to be high dollar, just high quality.  Smaller items (like gift certificates) can be combined with other 
items to make a unique auction item.  Your donation is tax deductible ! 
The deadline is Friday, September 4th.   Please contact Debbie Benson (debbie@mataurango.org) or 
Julie Stephens (julie@maturango.org) or phone at 760/375-6900. 

 
 

Recent $ Donations 
 

Donations 
Margaret Merrow 
Alan Rice 
Susan McEwan and Christine Cantrell in honor of 
Bud Sewell 
Louise Gorfain In Memory of Kirsten’s Mother 
 
Summer Appeal 
John and Janice Anderson 
Margaret and Howard Anderson – Docent Fund 
Anonymous (4) 
Ron and Bev Atkins – Gallery Fund 
Howard and Barbara – in honor of Liz Babcock 
Marvin and Jeanne Backman – Building Fund 
Gary and Judith Bailey 
C. Kenneth Banks 
Steve Benson 
Bill and Annie Blanc – in memory of Carroll Evans 
Henry Blecha – Building Fund 
Katherayn Bodewig – Building Fund 
Thom Boggs – Bldg. Fund and Oper. Fund 
Jerry and Sandy Bradley 
Mr. and Mrs. Jack Bradshaw 
Jerry Broaker 
Mike Brown 
Doris Bruce – in memory of Wallace P. Bruce 
David and Jo Burdick – Bldg. Fund 
Milt and Jane Burford 
Gwen Campbell 
Gary Charlon  
Vernon Cook – Building Fund 
Dolores Di Pol 
Alston Dotson – Building Fund and Operating Fund 
Wayne and Pat Doucette – Building Fund 
Bill and Flo Eichenberg 
Robert and Rhodean Glen 
Noel Gravelle 
R. Heath Hendricks 
Gary and Carol Hewer 
Jerry and Lois Hinman 
Herman Hoffman 
Donna and Troy Ingle 
Ed and Barbara Jayne 
Andrea and Robert Jones 
Bob Joy 
Arlyne and Phil Lopez 
Bill and Kathy Martin 
Howard McCauley 
Don and Joan McKernan 
Ray Miller 
Jack H. Murray 

Charlene Newmyer 
Pamela M. Neighbor 
N. F. Norris – Docent Fund 
Barbara Padgett 
Mr. and Mrs. Bruno J. Pannuno 
Millie Pate – in memory of John W. Pate 
Mr. Barbara K. Porter 
Mike and Bessie Reeves 
Stella Renner & Louis Prescott Renner –  

Art Gallery in memory of Mary Pakulak 
Lloyd and Bea Smith – Bldg. Fund 
Judy Fair-Spaulding – Art Gallery 
Craig L. Stump 
Ted Stump – in memory of Julie Kichak 
Debra and Keith Sweitzer 
Mr. and Mrs. Robert G. Sewell 
Libby Vincent 
Ann and Burton Wagner 
John S. Ward 
Rusty and Tina Warren 
Donna C. Malone-Weals – Building Fund 
Frederick H. Weals – Building Fund 
Toshiko Windle – Building Fund 
Terri Wright 
Rachel Woodard 
Gloria June Wutzke – Building Fund 
Don and Carol Zdeba 
Wayne and Ingrid Zellmer 
 
Memory of Mary C. Stites 
Joan Garcia – Docent Fund 
Karin Groteluschen – Docent Fund 
Barbara Heublin – Docent Fund 
Diann Johnson – Docent Fund 
Sheryl Timberlake 
 
Docent Storage Track Fund 
Sally M. Richards 
 
Docent Special Account Fund 
Susan Prazak 
Elva M. Younkin – in memory of Russell Wise 
 
New Members 
Julie and Josh Black 
Shannon Bryant 
Michael Cash 
Arold Green 
Michael Leitner 
Elyse McClernon 

mailto:debbie@mataurango.org
mailto:julie@maturango.org


 

 

Maturango Museum of the IWV 
100 E. Las Flores Ave., Ridgecrest, CA 93555 
Open every day (except major holidays)  

from 10 a.m. - 5 p.m. 

Businesses and Organizations 
Supporters • Contributors • Sponsors 

Please support the businesses and organizations  

that support the Maturango Museum 

 

Staff 
Debbie Benson, Museum Director 
Maureen Goff, Store Manager/Buyer  
Sandy Rogers, Archaeology Curator 
Elizabeth Babcock, History Curator  
Maria Getusky, Natural History Curator  
Julie Stephens, Finance Manager 
Fran Van Valkenburgh, Membership 
Andrea Pelch, Art Gallery Coordinator 
Joann Barbee, Assistant Bookkeeper  
Nora Nuckles, Education Coordinator 
Linda Saholt, Petroglyph Tour Coord. 
Sue Gilbert, Museum Assistant 
Nora Nuckles, Museum Assistant 
Nick Rogers, Museum Assistant 
Andrea Pelch, Newsletter Editor 

 

Committee Chairpersons 
Dan Burnett, Building  
Fran Rogers, Concerts   
Paula Herr, Docent League 
Dan Burnett, Finance  
Sandy Rogers, Lectures   
Liz Babcock, Publications   
Bob Westbrook, Strategic Planning 
Mike Brown and Janet Westbrook, 

Webmasters 

Mike Brown, Operational Fundraising 

 

Board of Trustees 
Sherry Brubaker, President 
Mike Brown, Vice President 
Camille Anderson, Secretary 
Bev Hill 
Dan Burnett, Treasurer 
Jerry Bradley 
Thom Boggs 
Camille Anderson 
Leslie Layfield 
Dianne Dilley 

 
 
 
AltaOne Federal Credit Union 
American Association of 

University Women 
Ashley Furniture HomeStore 
Beansters Espresso 
Best Western China Lake Inn 
Boulder Creek RV Resort 
Center Professional Pharmacy 
Coldwell Banker Best Realty 
DART 
Daily Independent 
Desert Area Teachers 

Association 
Econo Lodge 
Epsilon Systems Solutions, Inc. 
Friends of Jawbone 
Furnace Creek Inn 
Gary Charlon State Farm 
Hampton Inn & Suites 
Heritage Inn & Suites 
High Desert Haven 
Historical Society of the Upper 

Mojave Desert 
Hockett's Builders Supply 
Jacobs Naval System Group 
KPartners Hospitality Group 
Kristy’s Family Restaurant 
Law Offices of Phyllis M. Hix  
Liberty Self Storage 
 

 
 
 
Lugo’s Grill 
McDonald’s Restaurant 
New Directions Technologies, 

Inc. 
News Review 
Oasis Garden Club 
PackWrap Business Center 
The Pizza Factory 
Ridgecrest Area Convention and 

Visitors Bureau 
Ridgecrest Automotive 
Ridgecrest Moving & 

Storage/Atlas Van Lines 
St. Ann Catholic School 
Searles Valley Minerals 
ServiceMaster of the IWV 
Sierra Club, Owens Peak Group 
Sierra Sands Unified School 

District 
SOI Motorhome Club 
Southern Sierra Medical Clinic 
SpringHill Suites by Marriott 
The Swap Sheet 
Tax Time Services 
TJ Frisbee Bicycles, Inc. 
TOSS 
Union Bank  
WACOM 
Warren’s Automotive 
 

 
 

 
 

Regularly Scheduled Meetings 
 

 China Lake Astronomical Society: 1st Monday of every month, 7 pm 

 China Lake Photographic Society: 1st  Thursday of every month, 7 pm 

 Kerncrest Audubon Society: 3rd Thursday bi-monthly [Jan, Mar, May, Sep, Nov, not July], 7 pm  

 Docent League: 1st Tuesday of every month, 8:45 a.m., anyone welcome to attend   

http://www.chinalakeastrosoc.org/
http://kerncrestaudubon.org/


Calendar of Events 
Saturday, July 11 : Fieldtrip with Janet Westbrook 

Sunday, July 26, 3 pm : “Art and the Water Struggle at Mono Lake” Lecture by : Elizabeth Kenneday  
Friday, July 31, 7 pm : Art Exhibit Opening Reception : “home(less) and gardens” by Mike Hornyak 

Free Day : Saturday, 11 July 
Free Day : Saturday, 8 August 

 

 


