
MATURANGO MUSEUM 

100 E. LAS FLORES AVE., RIDGECREST, CA 93555 

PHONE 760-375-6900, FAX 760-375-0479 

FIELD TRIP   
Saturday, June 10, 2017 

WHERE: Trail of 100 Giants, etc.  
With Naturalist Janet Westbrook 
 A search for huge red trees and flowers in cool high places of the Giant Sequoia 
National Monument, Great Western Divide of the Southern Sierra (north-west of Kernville).   

HOW: 8:00 a.m., meet at the Museum for check in; participants will be required to sign liability 
waiver. Car caravan will be organized and carpools encouraged. Celebrate graduation in a pretty 
place!!  

COST: $25 members ($40 for 2) , $30 ($50 for 2) nonmembers. The member price applies to 
members only, not nonmember guests.   Family members encouraged. $5 parking fee per car at 
the trail head. 

NEEDED: Full tank of gas, car and tires in good running order. 4x4 not at all necessary, but 
there will be dirt road driving.  We can top off as we go through Kernville. 
Usual dress code for field trips applies: hat, sunscreen, comfortable walking shoes, layered 
clothing, water, camera, binoculars. 

Trip Description:  Giant Sequoia National Monument explorations - 
 (This is NOT Sequoia National Park, but Giant Sequoia National Monument, created in 
1990.)  Highlight of the GSNM is the  "Trail of 100 Giants," a paved 1 mile long loop trail which 
does indeed pass many Giant Sequoia trees over 10 ft. in diameter, and 3 which are over 20 feet 
in diameter!  The best part is that it's only a 2 hour drive from Ridgecrest!  We will head through 
Kernville, pass Johnsondale, and up to the Monument and slowly walk the trail looking at all 
manner of trees and animals and secrets of the Western Divide forests of the Southern Sierra. We 
may eat lunch before going into the grove. You will learn over a dozen types of trees, but 
especially the Giant Sequoia. September 2011, 2 conjoined huge trees fell over, and they still 
block the trail, but there’s now a walkway beside them. We will continue our explorations and go 
down to the Lloyd Meadows Road, view a waterfall and the Needles,  and, if time,  on north to 
the Freeman Grove and walk the paved trail around the Bush (GHW) tree and enjoy the Freeman 
Grove's seclusion and spectacular views along the Kern River Canyon.  Return is along that road 
back to Johnsondale and Kernville.  Spring flowers!!  

 Bring a picnic lunch and a folding chair as there are no tables. We’ll stop by the deli in 
Sierra Market in Kernville on the way.  Bring water and drinks and snacks for the day as there 
are no eating facilities once we pass Kernville.  You may want to consider stopping in the 



Kernville area (or Johnny McNally's) for dinner on your way home.    Driving - as much as 300 
miles if we go to Freeman grove.  Bring mosquito spray - it’ll be green and possibly buggy.   

Cancellation policy: If the Museum cancels your trip, you will be given a full refund or you may 
transfer the money to a different trip. No cash refunds will be given if you cancel. However, if 
the trip is full and we can sell your space, your money will be refunded. If you must cancel, 
please notify the Museum as soon as possible. Thank you.


