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Preserve, interpret and develop an appreciation for
the natural and cultural history of the Northern Mojave Desert.
100 E. Las Flores Ave., Ridgecrest, CA 93555
Open Monday — Saturday 10 am — 5 pm, Sunday Noon — 4pm
60.375.6900 www.maturango.org
Death Valley Tourist Center Northern Mojave Visitor Center

Museum Director’s Notes
By Debbie Benson, Director

Gratitude turns what we have into enough — Aesop

Some winds and clouds building around the Sierra Mountains with a mix of some beautiful warmth still in
the day and the evening chills make the Indian Wells Valley the place to be in November. Some sunsets
of beauty and drama are sure to be on the calendar this month!

At the Maturango Museum we find many reasons to be thankful for our friends and our community. Even
though we do not always follow the same path, we still pull together in ways that come from the heart. So
often | am reminded of the generous and kind nature of many people in our valley and many who now live
in other communities who still keep us in their thoughts. Many thanks for the messages and the visits. It's
a pleasure! The many people who work to make our programs appreciate the support and encouragement
you give. It matters!

We give a great Thank You to all of those who made our Annual Dinner/Auction a success! Desert
Valleys Credit Union, Hyla Nursery, Firequick, State Farm Insurance, our Friends and supporters and the
Oasis Garden Club for beautiful décor. The catering by Casey’s and the amazing desserts in the auction
were delicious and fun. Our very biggest thanks to Steve Morgan for making the journey to be our
auctioneer. Truly the best. Thank you for everyone who made it happen, the wonderful attendees and the
donations! Our greatest thanks from all of us at the Maturango Museum! Let’s do this again next year!

November in the Gift Shop: “Double Dip Sundaes” for Museum Members

& Enjoy 20% discount on Sundays throughout November. The Double Dipping begins
0o November 3 and goes till November 29.
If you’re not a member call, come in, or gg online to Many NEW items in
Maturango.org tq purchase your mempershlp. the gift store.
v Almost everything in the store qualifies with a few

exceptions: books, playing cards, blankets, and DVDs.

Children’s Hour: “Desert Animals by Day”

Friday, November 8, 10:30 to 11:30 am
The children will learn and be entertained through slides, stories, action songs and a craft. Curiosity and
gquestions are always encouraged at the Discovery Table exhibits from the Docent's Collection.
The Children's Hour is a free monthly program presented September through May.
Flyers of the fall schedule will be available for pick-up at each of the programs.
Tel. 760-375-6900 maturango.org



Joint Art Exhibit - Lori Michelon: “Desert Miscellany” and Jael Hoffman: “States of Being”
November 2 — January 31, 2025

Reception Saturday December 7, 2-4 pm

Lori Michelon
| first came to the Eastern Sierra to camp when | was 5
months old! Since then, this area has been a big part of
my life - many, many years of living first in Mammoth,
then Tom’s Place. Scattered here and there were other
wonderful living places: San Francisco, Reno, Orange
County, France, and Sonoma County. All good places
for a variety of reasons. It’s always important to get
some perspective. | have a BA in French and got to live
in France for two years - wonderful. Much later, in my
mid-40s, | got an MFA in printmaking from CSULB - received in 2005, after
commuting to Long Beach from Tom’s Place for five years! Printmaking is my love - it's the BEST: labor-
intensive, meditative, and surprising. Drawing is also a BIG LOVE. | am interested in the creatures that we
share this area with, sometimes these creatures need to be dressed in haute couture; they are always
important and need to be revered and adored. They come in peace. Let's welcome them. Lori
Jael Hoffmann

I mainly work in metal sculpture, soldered jewelry, and block print. A collection of my larger work is
displayed at the Olancha Sculpture Garden in Olancha, CA.

Many of my pieces
reflect psychological
states of being that arise
from unresolved inner
tensions or the process of
change that follows their
acceptance. As | have
learned, embracing
oneself despite adverse narratives offers a refuge from dysfunctional repetition,
thereby making space for ways of joyous engagement.

My latest exploration has been attaching glass to metal via the stained-glass method. This allows me to
play with light and color to expand on the traditional expressions of metal.

Lecture-Concert: Children in Art and Music
Saturday November 16, 7pm and Sunday November 17, 2pm

This event is presented by Catherine Douglas, Karen Sanford, and Sergio
Ramirez. Sergio will first read a brief introduction for each painting and piano
piece. The paintings will be projected onto the video screen while Cathy and
Karen play the piano pieces. In this way, the audience will have a more
immersive experience with the combination of visual arts and music. There will
be 10 pairs of paintings and piano pieces in a wide range of styles and periods. Some piano pieces will be
played by Cathy Douglas and other pieces will be arrangements for four hands and will be performed by
Cathy Douglas and Karen Sanford.

The concert is a fundraiser for the Maturango Museum - suggested donation is $15 for Adults and $5 for
children 12 and under.




Docent Doings
By Nora Nuckles, Education Coordinator

The Docents of the Maturango Museum gave programs to about 300 people in September. Dan and
Brenda Burnett, Bob Parker and Judy Martin brought many of our bird specimens to the residents of High
Desert Haven. Most of the residents recalled having seen many of these birds since they have been in the
Indian Wells Valley. Some of the birds were new to the residents perhaps because these birds were not
full-time residents but migrators through the valley. Dan, Brenda, and Bob could answer nearly any
guestion since they are members of Audubon!

We also visited Gateway School for a Science/Parent Evening. We had 6 tables set up in the library.
Parents and children could touch the pelts of many of our specimens as they observed the prepared
coyote, bobcat, badger, and kit fox! We also displayed some reptile specimens, some skulls, and clay
footprints. At events like this we need many docents to help with the materials, protect the specimens, and
visit with the attendees!

Sometimes people ask about our specimens. We remind them that the Museum never Kkills an animal. If
an adult comes upon a dead animal, it can be brought to the Museum only if it is very fresh, not rotting,
smelly, etc. Sherry Brubaker, our Natural History Curator, can contact our taxidermist and have it
prepared.

This month we have several programs to present. We hope we have enough docents to fulfil the
teachers’ requests! Please consider joining our group of volunteers.

Our Children’s Hour, Nov.8 at 10:30, will feature desert animals by day. The last Children’s Hour
featured nocturnal animals.

On Free Saturday, Nov. 9 from 11-2, the craft activity will be fall leaves with oil pastels.

The Maturango Museum Docent League will have a busy, fun season with children and adults. You are
invited to join a group of people who love to share the wonders of our desert! Please call me, Nora, at the
Maturango Museum if you would like to work with the Docent League. You are sure to have fun, learning
experiences!

There it is—Talke it! in partnership with Sierra Forever is proud to present:
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Donations

Anonymous

Scott and Heidi Allen
Dan and Mary Anders
Frank Armogida
Kenneth Atwood

Mark and Pat Backes
Elizabeth Joann Barbee
Pam and Charles Barnes
Mick Benton

David and Jo Burdick
Dan and Brenda Burnett
William Burns

Ward Fanning

Robert Campbell
Sandra Gamble

Jerry and Carol Hartman
Troy and Donna Ingle
Robert L. Joy

Evelyn Knierim

Ann and Greg Lenz
Bruce and Lisa Livingston

Recent Donations

Bill and Kathy Martin
Mawhirter family

Robert and Tiana McGowan
Debbie and Ken Newton
Naomi Norris

Verna Pippen

Barbara Porter

Susan Prazak

Nancy Saxton

Arthur and Judy Spiegel
Jim and Deanna Stewart
Mark Storch

Georgette Theotig

Larry Trowsdale

Barbara Vijay

Patricia Wharton

Ken Whetzel

2024 Auction Dinner Pledge

Nick Panzer

In Memory of Ron Atkins
Dan and Brenda Burnett

In Memory of Judyth Reed
Russell Kaldenberg

In Memory of Alan and Joan
Woodman

Susan Hueber

Patricia Moore

Building Fund
Robert Westbrook

New Members

John Adams

Joyce and Mike Boske
John and Jasmine Carter
Lawrence O’Connor
Eduardo Pineda

Michael Worley and Alison

Alberts

New Premium Members

Elizabeth Joann Barbee

China Lake Soaring Club — a Brief History

The China Lake Soaring Club has a rich history that dates back to
the late 1940s. It all began with Al Sievert and a group of like-
minded individuals purchasing a war surplus TG-2 training glider in
1948. This glider, originally used for pilot training by the US military,
became the foundation for the club's soaring activities above the
Indian Wells Valley. In 1953, the club was officially incorporated as On |
the China Lake Soaring Club. _ Tl W .

Today, you can learn more about the local history of soaring in the :"»'":"hd%::j:fwd(;x:g}'fﬂl«zl'"’;"'hi:;:%wi,inhlf(f‘f:: e o
Indian Wells Valley by visiting the exhibit "Soaring - Flying High on
the Power of Rising Air" at the Maturango Museum. The exhibit features an actual glider, the "Grob 102
Club Il B" single-seat glider, and provides a fascinating insight into the sport of soaring.

Fundraising Bricks

Our campaign starts NOW! We are enthusiastically beginning our brick campaign. The funds
will be used to further beautify and maintain our desert gardens at the museum. The bricks will be
installed along the new path to the curation building and around the shade
structure. N
On this website page you will find a quick video and ,-5- el N s
the printable flyer with mail-in order form.

; Maturango Mugeum
- 8x8 With Cllpart
45 4 Lines-of Text o ¥
20 Characters/Lme 3

www.fundraisingbrick.com/online-orders/maturango/

Scan Me To
OrpER ONLINE



Maturango Museum
of the IWV
100 E. Las Flores Ave., Ridgecrest, CA 93555

Open Mon - Sat 10 am — 5 pm
Sunday noon — 4pm (except major holidays)

Businesses and Organizations
Supporters ¢ Contributors * Sponsors

AltaOne Federal Credit Union
Ashley Furniture HomeStore
Beanster’s Espresso

Boulder Creek RV Resort

Staff
Debbie Benson, Museum Director

Maureen Goff, Store Manager/Buyer
Barbara Bane, M.A., RPA, Archaeology Curator
Nadia Mohsen, Curation Technician
Elaine Wiley, History Curator
Sherry Brubaker, Natural History Curator
Andrea Pelch, Art Gallery Coordinator,
Newsletter Editor
Nora Nuckles, Education Coordinator
Linda Saholt, Membership, Donations
Leslie Layfield, Accounting Bookkeeper
Nora Nuckles, Museum Assistant
Nick Rogers, Museum Assistant
Barbara Ingle, Museum Assistant

Committee Chairpersons
Elaine Wiley, Publications
Bob Westbrook, Strategic Planning
Bev Hill, Gardens

Board of Trustees
Robert McGowan — President
Dan Burnett — Vice-president

Diane Foucher - Secretary
Jann Philpott - Treasurer
Renee Lesniak

Clarion Inn
Earth Landscaping

Eastern Sierra Custom Framing
Epsilon Systems Solutions, Inc.
Oasis at Death Valley
Gary Charlon State Farm
Heritage Inn & Suites
Hampton Inn & Suites
High Desert Haven
Historical Society of the Upper Mojave Desert
IWV Self Storage
Law Offices of Phyllis M. Hix
McDonald’s Restaurant
Meith Operational Solutions
Michael’s Certified Air
New Directions Technologies, Inc.
Oasis Garden Club
The Car Wash
The Pizza Factory
Red Rock Books
Ridgecrest Area Convention
and Visitors Bureau
Saalex Corp.

St. Ann Catholic School
Searles Valley Minerals
Sierra Sands Unified School District
Sinclair Legal Counsel
Sinclair Tax Service
SpringHill Suites by Marriott
Stafford’s Pest Control

Peggy Chun The Swap Sheet
Patty Wharton TJ Frisbee Bicycles, Inc
Howard McCauley T&T Alignment, Inc.
Dorie Cornell Vaughn Realty
RIDGECREST WACOM
Chanber of Commerce
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% | This Gift Is Presented By
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Not redeemabie in curency.

Holiday Gift Giving is Easy with a
Gift Certificate
from the Maturango Museum



Upcoming and Ongoing Exhibits and Events

e Joint Art Exhibit - Lori Michelon: “Desert Miscellany” and Jael Hoffman: “States of Being”
November 2 — January 31, 2025
Reception: Saturday December 7, 2-4 pm

e Children’s Hour: “Desert Animals by Day”; Friday, November 8, 10:30 to 11:30 am.

e Free Second Saturday: November 9, 11am- 2pm, craft activities - fall leaves with oil pastels

e Double Dip Sundays in November: Gift store 20% discount for museum members.

e Pizza Factory and Beanster’s Espresso Fundraiser: All day, Wednesday, November 13.

e Lecture-Concert: Art and Music, Saturday November 16, 7pm and Sunday November 17, 2pm

e Soaring Exhibit: now through February 2025

Pizza Factory and Beanster’s Espresso Fundraiser
All day, Wednesday, November 13. |
20% of your purchase is donated to the Maturango Museum IEBI;‘:H}E]-S[IS)CS,
You must mention this fundraiser when ordering.

Maturango Museum
100 E Las Flores
Ridgecrest CA 93555
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